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The Ultimate Guide To Choosing
Your First Car
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Contract Hire and Leasing
Choosing your first car can be both exciting and challenging. You’re desperate to get out on the road but 
you also have to make sure it’s worth the money, not to mention being safe to drive. So how do you know 
which car is best suited to your needs?

Below you’ll find information on budgeting, insurance and fuel, as well as a list of our top 10 cars for first-
time drivers. We found that 80 per cent of you rate reliability as the most important factor when buying a 
car, so we’ve compiled some useful statistics and facts about each car to help you find the one that’s right 
for you as a first-time driver.

Skip to the section that you’re most interested in, or get comfortable and simply read the whole thing.

 Five things to consider when choosing a car

  Budget
  New or used
  Insurance
  Petrol, diesel, electric or hybrid
  Take a test drive

	 Our	top	10	cars	for	first-time	drivers

  Vauxhall Corsa
  Volkswagen up!
  Fiat 500
  Citroën C1
  Ford Fiesta
  Ford Ka
  Suzuki Swift
  Toyota Yaris
  Renault Clio
  Toyota Aygo

	 Five	things	to	remember	once	you’re	driving

  Pass Plus
  Staying safe on the roads
  Be aware of the weather and other conditions
  Maintaining service history
  Emergency essentials



Five things to consider 
when choosing a car
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Five things to consider when choosing a car
1. Budget

Before you’ve decided which car you want, you need to think about your overall budget. How much can you 
realistically afford to spend, bearing future costs in mind? You might be able to afford to buy a car outright, 
but if that’s not an option for you, you might want to consider leasing and loans.

Regardless of whether you’re going for a new or used car you’ll need to do some research into how much 
it’ll cost to run. While you may be able to afford to pay for it in one hit, you also need to consider how much 
it will cost you in the future. Insurance, car tax, MOTs, fuel and maintenance will all need to be taken into 
account.

2. New or used?

It used to be that new drivers, especially younger ones, could only afford to buy an old used car, but with 
so many options available now you may find yourself in the market for a new car. Can’t afford to buy a car 
outright? Here are three options that might work better for you:

• Hire Purchase. This type of monthly payment is a combination of a loan and a lease. You pay a 
deposit between 10 per cent and 50 per cent, and the rest of the balance is paid off in monthly 
instalments. Once you’ve paid the loan off, the car is yours. The cost of the monthly payments will 
depend on the retail price of the car, the deposit you paid and the length of the contract. You must 
be able to afford your payments or your car could be taken off you. 

• Personal Contract Purchase. This is similar to hire purchasing but at the end of the contract you 
can either choose to keep the car or hand it back depending on how much you like it. With this 
option you’ll need to know how often you travel, because the company will take into account your 
mileage. 

• Car Leasing. This option allows you to drive the car you choose for an agreed period of time while 
paying monthly instalments. You will never own the car, but you do have the opportunity to lease 
a new car at the end of your contract. Payments are based on the difference between the retail 
price and residual value (the value of the car after the lease). Leasing allows you to drive cars you 
otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford.

The following shouldn’t really apply if you’re planning on buying or leasing a new car, but if you’re after a 
used car it’s important that you always check these key points:

• Mileage
• Car history
• Registration document
• History check
• Car recalls
• Outstanding finance

Citizens Advice has some useful information regarding looking at a car’s history, checking if the mileage on a 
car is genuine and looking at the MOT certificate of a used car.
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3. Insurance

All drivers need to insure their cars, whether the car is on the road or not, and if your car is not insured you 
can be taken to court, fined or have it taken away and destroyed.
Insurance premiums are often high for first-time drivers as they haven’t yet had the chance to prove 
they can drive safely and responsibly. However, there are ways in which you can reduce the cost of your 
insurance:

Shop around. Never take the first insurance quote you’re given – look around to see if you can get any 
better deals elsewhere. The below sites might be useful to you when comparing costs:

• Comparethemarket.com
• Moneysupermarket.com
• Gocompare.com
• Moneysavingexpert.com

You should also check that you take out insurance with sufficient cover. There are three main types of car 
insurance:

• Third party insurance - This is a basic level of insurance and covers damage caused to another 
car or injury-related compensation. 

• Third party, fire and theft insurance - In addition to covering the same as the basic third party 
insurance, this also covers damage to your car caused by theft or fire. 

• Fully comprehensive insurance - This covers any damage to your own and another person’s car 
caused by accident, fire or theft.

Insurance isn’t cheap, especially for new drivers, but there are ways in which you can reduce your premium:

• Consider named drivers - Having an experienced driver on your insurance (for example, one of 
your parents) may reduce the cost. However, your insurance must be taken out in your name. 
Taking it out in your parent’s name to reduce the insurance cost even though you’ll be driving the 
car is called ‘fronting’ and is illegal. 

• Keeping your car safe - Simply keeping your car on a drive or in a garage instead of on the road 
can lower the cost of your insurance. If you have no other option but to park on the road overnight 
then adding an alarm and tracking device to your car to ensure it is secure from thieves can make 
a difference. 

• Avoid modifications - While you might think that modifying your car looks cool, it can contribute 
to the cost of your insurance because insurers may assume that your car is a risk on the roads, so 
keep it simple by not adding on any extras such as: 

• Audio equipment upgrades
• Bigger or alloy wheels
• Adjusted suspension
• Tinted windows
• Custom exhaust 

If your car has any modifications you need to let your insurer know. Not only can modifications on 
your car cause your insurance to increase, they could prevent your car from being roadworthy. If 

http://www.comparethemarket.com
http://www.moneysupermarket.com
http://www.gocompare.com
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com
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the modifications mean that your car does not comply with the noise and emissions guidelines, it 
has the potential to fail its MOT test. It could also mean you’re spending more on fuel.

• Black box - This is a small device that’s installed on your car and monitors the way you drive. It 
will look at whether or not you exceed speed limits, distance travelled, the time of day you drive 
and how you brake and drive around corners. The black box is then able to determine whether or 
not you are likely to be involved in an accident by how safe you’re driving and what your driving 
environment is like. It can also act as a tracker if your car is lost or stolen. Be sure to shop around 
for black box insurance too, as different insurers will offer different rates.

4.	Petrol,	diesel,	electric	or	hybrid?

When choosing your car you’ll need to decide which fuel works best for you. Although petrol and diesel cars 
are by far the most commonly used fuels, electric and hybrid cars are growing in popularity. With 60 per 
cent of you valuing fuel consumption as one of the most important factors when buying a car, we thought 
we’d help you out by explaining the benefits of each.

Petrol: Petrol is the most well-known type of fuel in the UK, but there are others available. If you’re likely 
to be driving short distances around town or to and from work then petrol is an ideal fuel for you. Petrol 
engines also tend to be smoother and quieter.

Diesel: Old diesel engines were renowned for being unrefined – they were often noisy and produced a 
lot of vibration – but modern diesels are much better. Diesel cars tend to be more expensive than their 
petrol-powered equivalents, but they are more fuel-efficient and generally cost less to tax and insure. As 
a result, drivers regularly travelling longer distances will be able to recoup that point-of-sale premium. 
Beware, however, that regularly using a diesel car to travel short distances can clog up the car’s DPF (diesel 
particulate filter), causing damage and substantial additional cost.

Electric: The popularity of electric cars has boomed over the last two years. According to nextgreencar.com 
there were only 3,500 in the UK in 2011, and now there are an estimated 32,400. Electric cars are generally 
thought of as eco-friendly and they keep fuel costs low, which has obvious appeal. However, because it 
can be difficult to find a charging point, it is advisable to install one at home – preferably in a garage or on 
a driveway. The limited battery life of an electric car also means it’s only recommended you buy one if you 
make short, routine trips. You’ll probably have to get a new one, too, because used examples aren’t always 
easy to come across.

Hybrid: Hybrid cars use electric motors and internal combustion engines, which run on either petrol or 
diesel. This means a proportion of your journey (usually low-speed sections) can be done on electricity 
alone, thus saving fuel. Many hybrids use the combustion engine to charge their power cells, but some 
hybrids, known as ‘plug-in’ hybrids, charge from the mains. This means that, as with a fully electric car, you’ll 
need a power point and ideally a driveway or garage in which to charge it.

5. Take a test drive

While you might like the look of the car, and it might fit into your budget, how you feel when you’re driving 
it is also an important factor. You need to feel comfortable and confident driving and parking your car. Be 
sure to take not one, but two test drives before you make your decision. Go on one test drive by yourself 
to see whether the car is right for you, and on the second test drive take someone else with you to get a 
second opinion. Remember that even if you take a test drive, you are not obliged to purchase the car.

So now you know what you need to consider before you make your purchase, you can start looking at 
different cars. In the next section we’ve recommended our top 10 cars for first-time drivers.



Our	top	10	cars	for	first	
time	drivers
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Vauxhall Corsa
History	of	the	Corsa

Vauxhall’s mega-selling supermini first hit the UK market in 1993 when it replaced the ten-year-old Nova, 
a car which had been struggling to compete against more youthful cars of its day like the Ford Fiesta and 
Peugeot 106.

Since then, it has become Vauxhall’s bread and butter, representing a third of all Vauxhalls sold in the UK.
We’ve had four generations of Corsa so far, the most recent of which arrived late last year to widespread 
acclaim. The Fiesta remains its main competitor with a rivalry that’s as fierce as any local football derby you 
can mention.

Our Review

Compared to the previous model, the new Corsa has been improved in many key areas. Handling and ride 
quality are better than before and it’s a much more appealing, stylish place to spend your time.

It’s spacious with plenty of room for four adults and the 285-litre boot should be more than enough for 
your shopping. The basic shape may have changed little over the years but the front-end styling is clearly 
influenced by the smaller Adam city car. As a result, it’s the freshest-looking Corsa yet.

It’s not quite as engaging to drive as the Fiesta, not quite as comfortable as a Clio, and not quite as well-built 
as a Polo, but it strikes an excellent balance between all three.

What We Liked

• Fresher styling influenced by the Vauxhall 
Adam

• Brilliant 1.0-litre, three-cylinder 
turbocharged petrol engine is 
surprisingly urgent and feels better than 
Ford’s EcoBoost equivalent

• Easy and safe to drive

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Billed as ‘all-new’ but a fair bit of chassis 
from the old model is carried over

• Ford Fiesta is more engaging to drive
• Renault Clio is more comfortable
• Volkswagen Polo is better built
• Same old shape might be boring for 

some
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• Spacious with plenty of room for four 
adults and large 285-litre boot

• Fuel efficient with 1.3-litre diesel capable 
of 85.6mpg

How	much	will	it	cost?

The Corsa is a popular car, but because it’s also very new, you might struggle to find used ones. You might 
find a few pre-registered examples though, especially now the ‘15’ registrations are no longer current. You’re 
looking at paying more than £7,000 for a current model, but there are good deals to be had on the old-
shape (and far worse) versions.

If you’re looking at a new Corsa, prices start from £9,175, rising up to a smidgen over £16,000 for the SRi VX 
Line model with the 1.3-litre diesel engine. There is a go-faster 205hp VXR version too, but that isn’t for the 
faint of heart or the short of funds – it costs just a fiver less than £18,000.

Assuming you opt for a mid-range Limited Edition 1.4 model, the ‘on-the-road’ price would be £14,630, but 
paying monthly would work out like so:

Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Vauxhall £3,590 60 £179

Lease new (9+35) £1,445.31 35 £160.59

*Prices correct at time of writing from Vauxhall and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

Less powerful engines generally equate to lower insurance groups so vehicles with the 70hp 1.2 or the 75hp 
1.3-litre diesel engine are going to incur lower premiums.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

Diesels are the cheapest to run, achieving about 85mpg, while the most economical petrol engine is the 
1.4-litre EcoFlex unit, which returns more than 60mpg. Burning fuel at that rate, the 45-litre tank will take 
you around 590 miles. The diesel, on the other hand, manages about 850 miles on a tank.

Some variants will be free to tax thanks to sub-100g/km CO2 emissions, but more polluting versions cost up 
to £130 a year and the VXR will set you back £205 a year.

How safe is it?

The Corsa scored a commendable four-star crash test rating when it was tested by Euro NCAP, scoring 
solidly in terms of occupant protection and pedestrian protection. It was marked down slightly by a lack of 

http://www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers-finance/cars_offers/corsa/flexible-finance.html
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/vauxhall/corsa
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autonomous emergency braking and because lane departure warning systems were not fitted to most cars. 
For a car in this class, however, it was a solid performance.

For more detailed information regarding the safety of the Corsa, Euro NCAP’s comments can be found here.
 
How	reliable	is	the	Corsa?

If you’re getting a new Corsa (either buying or leasing), a manufacturer warranty covers you for the first 
three years of ownership, so if a fault crops up during your first three years with the vehicle, you will be 
covered for the cost of repairs.

The current Corsa is so new that even used examples will still have warranties, and though older models 
have had reliability problems, you’ll be reassured by the knowledge that a survey by Warranty Direct noted 
that the average Corsa will last 4.75 years before it needs repairing.

The common post-warranty issues identified for repair on older Corsas are:

• Engine
• Axle and suspension
• Electrical
• Cooling and heating systems

Whether these will be problematic for the new model remains to be seen, but as with all used cars, make 
sure you check the service history and ask the owner about the issues listed above.

http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/opel/vauxhall/corsa/7884
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Volkswagen up!
History	of	the	up!

The city car segment was chugging along quite merrily before the Volkswagen up! arrived in 2012 and 
showed everybody what could be done with a compact urban run-around.

It instantly became accepted as the best city car on the market and the VW Group clearly knew it was onto a 
winner, re-badging the car for VW’s sister brands as the Skoda Citigo and Seat Mii. Aside from the badge and 
styling, they’re essentially the same car. An all-electric variant - the e-up! - is also available, capable of driving 
up to 93 miles powered entirely by electricity.

Our Review

Delivering a city car as accomplished as the up! was a sheer master class from VW.

The up! does everything a city car should but always goes one step further: it’s nippy and agile and the 
steering is nicely weighted so that it’s still rewarding to drive. It is compact, but there’s enough space for you 
and (some of) your pals and it boasts a smart, reputable badge too, yet you can still lease one for less than 
£100 a month.

It speaks volumes that even after three years on the market, there’s still no sign of VW face-lifting the up! 
any time soon. If it ain’t broke...

What We Liked

• Probably the best-looking city car right 
now

• Nippy, agile handling
• Small 1.0-litre engines dish out ample 

power
• It’s as well-built as any other VW and 

about as premium as city cars get
• Club and Street special editions will satis-

fy those wanting more individual styling 
and exclusivity

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• More expensive than its rivals
• The ‘up!’ name will upset grammar 

pedants; all lowercase and an 
exclamation mark - why?
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How	much	will	it	cost?

You’ll have plenty of choice if you’re after a used up! and prices start from about £4,250, but you should take 
a moment to check on the reliability covered later.

If you’ve got your heart set on a new up! there is also quite a range to look at, starting from the entry level at 
£8,870 OTR to the more premium Rock up! From £13,580 OTR.

The stats below are based on the base-level up! 1.0 60hp, which starts at £8,870 or, if you prefer more man-
ageable regular payments:

Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Volkswagen £1,898.76 35 £109

Lease new (9+35) £1,142 35 £86.94

*Prices correct at time of writing from Volkswagen and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

If you’re worried about insurance costs, we’d recommend the 60hp models which fall into slightly lower 
insurance groups, but even the more driver-friendly 75hp version won’t be much pricier.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

All VW up! models will do more than 60mpg, but the most efficient BlueMotion version hits 68.9mpg, 
allowing it to manage 530 miles on a tank of petrol. At current pump prices, a fill-up should cost about £40.

How safe is it?

As if the up! wasn’t impressive enough, it only went and scored five stars in the Euro NCAP crash tests. 
Particularly impressive were the adult and child occupant scores, but it scores well on driver assistance too. 
The only minor disappointment was a below-par 46% pedestrian safety score.

For all the details on the Volkswagen up!’s crash test, take a look at the Euro NCAP safety data here.

How	reliable	is	the	up!?

As is typical of the motor industry, the up! comes with a three-year warranty, but we wouldn’t expect you to 
have much need for it.

With only one recall blotting the model’s copy book, the up! is another dependable car from VW with little 
concern over reliability. As the model is relatively new and warranties are only just expiring this year, we 
don’t know of any post-warranty issues to be concerned about.

That doesn’t mean the normal rules don’t apply though: if you’re looking at a used up! make sure you check 
the service history and ask the owner or dealer about the any issues they’ve found with the car.

http://www.volkswagen.co.uk/buying-guide/offers/up-nf/offer/419
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/volkswagen/up/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/vw/up!/11001
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Fiat 500
History	of	the	500

Originally an Italian icon of the 1950s, the fun and bubbly 500 was one of the world’s first city cars. Reborn 
in 2007, it become one of the UK’s most popular cars and the lovable supermini has come to define the Fiat 
brand.

Since its compact utilitarian beginnings, the 500 name has been used as a starting block to sell crossover 
SUVs (500X) and seven-seater people carriers (500L) but neither have quite recreated the runaway success 
of the standard model.

Our Review

The 500 is a fun little supermini, but it’s likely to be a heart-over-head commitment. Certainly, nobody will 
choose it for its practicality, but if you love the look, nothing else will do. Rest assured though, that with bags 
of grip and a surprisingly perky 0.9-litre engine it’s more than just a handbag on wheels.

What We Liked

• Its unique styling is often imitated but 
never bettered

• Impressive 10-second 0-62mph sprint 
from such a tiny 0.9-litre two-pot engine

• 99g/km CO2 emissions mean no road tax
• Rivals Ford Fiesta for handling and grip, if 

not steering feel
• As iconic as ever

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Ride is overly firm
• Unsurprisingly, it isn’t particularly 

practical or roomy in the back

How	much	will	it	cost?

Thanks to the car’s popularity as a new purchase, the used market is awash with 500s for you to choose 
from. Use that to your advantage to find a good one and haggle on price.

Those wanting a new 500 probably won’t be able to get so many discounts, but basic 1.2-litre 500 Pops cost 
£10,690 OTR, while the more premium 500C S convertible sport models, with their 105hp 0.9-litre engines, 
come in at £17,020 OTR.
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The stats below are based on the entry-level Fiat 500 with an on-the-road price of £10,690, or if you prefer 
more manageable regular payments:

Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Fiat £1,069.00 36 £135

Lease new (6+35) £570 35 £95.09

*Prices correct at time of writing from Fiat and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

As 1.2-litre models only have 69hp, they are going to have the lower insurance costs attached. If you want 
to avoid high bills, avoid the convertibles and the 0.9-litre variants. They may be smaller engines than the 
1.2-litres, but they’re turbocharged to produce as much as 105hp.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

As usual, diesel variants are the cheapest to run as they can achieve 75-plus miles to the gallon. Petrol is a 
more common choice for 500s though, and the basic 1.2 will do 60.1mpg so a brimmed tank will take you 
460 miles at a cost of about £40.

A year’s road tax won’t cost much, with the most polluting variants falling into the £30-a-year tax bracket.

How safe is it?

The Fiat 500 was last crash tested by Euro NCAP way back in 2007, where it scored highly in terms of adult 
occupant protection but really struggled in accidents involving pedestrians.

For the low-down, we recommend you take a peek at the Euro NCAP safety data here.

How	reliable	is	the	500?

The 500 comes with a basic three-year warranty, but plenty of used examples will be beyond that. Sadly, 
it isn’t the most reliable car in the world, rated 84th out of 100 in the reliability stakes by Warranty Direct. 
Hopefully post-facelift examples like the one pictured will be more dependable.
The common post-warranty issues identified for repair on older 500 are:

• Axle and suspension
• Electrical faults
• Fuel system
• Engine failures

As ever, make sure you check the service history and ask the owner about the issues listed above.

http://www.fiat500.com/site/en-uk/500/configurator
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/fiat/500/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/fiat/500/15718
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Citroën C1
History	of	the	C1

The C1 first emerged in 2005 as part of a three-way partnership that also spawned the Toyota Aygo and 
Peugeot 107 (now 108).

Because all three are basically the same car, there is little separating them. There’s nothing to choose 
between them on the road and if you just consider their general outline, they all look pretty much identical 
too.

Our Review

The C1 got a much-needed update just last year, with a new look, new technology and an optional peel-back 
sunroof, but most importantly a larger engine capable of shifting the dinky city car with some real oomph.

The 68bhp 1.0-litre unit of old is still available and is still perfectly fine, but the new 1.2 delivers the kind of 
performance the C1 deserved all along. Couple that with its chuckability, and you have a seriously fun first 
car.

What We Liked

• Great-looking city car
• New 1.2 engine delivers more exciting 

drive
• Chuckable handling
• Well laid-out interior
• Available with five doors and cabrio 

fabric roof

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Don’t you prefer the Aygo’s more 
interesting styling?

• The five-speed manual gearbox can feel 
vague
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How	much	will	it	cost?

Because the current incarnation of the C1 is relatively new – it was only launched last year – used examples 
are hard to find and little cheaper than brand new cars.

If you go straight to the showroom, prices start from £8,335 OTR for the basic 1.0-litre C1, rising to £12,415 
for the top-of-the-range Flair Edition 1.2.

The stats below are based on the entry-level Citroën C1, on a more manageable monthly payment profile:

Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Citroën £1,969 37 £99

Lease new (6+35) £510 35 £85

*Prices correct at time of writing from Citroën and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

Because it’s slower, the 68bhp 1.0-litre is the engine of choice for the cost-conscious motorist, falling into 
one of the cheapest insurance groups. Avoid convertibles if you want to steer clear of high premiums.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

Every version of the C1 is exempt from road tax, while a very reasonable 68.9mpg can be had from the 
1.0-litre engine equating to a 530-mile theoretical range from a £40 fill-up. 

How safe is it?

The Citroen C1 has never actually been crash tested by Euro NCAP, but because it is more or less identical 
to the Toyota Aygo, it borrows the Toyota’s four-star rating. Scores were strong, but largely unremarkable in 
every area.

If you want to know more, the Euro NCAP safety data can be accessed here.

How	reliable	is	the	C1?

A three-year warranty is a standard feature of new C1s, and because the car is so new, even used examples 
will be covered.

New ones should be pretty reliable though, because the car’s predecessor was the 14th most reliable car in 
the Warranty Direct reliability survey. It did have one or two issues though, such as:

• Cooling & heating system
• Electrical
• Gearbox
• Fuel system

If you are going for a used one, make sure you know its history before signing on the dotted line.

http://info.citroen.co.uk/new-cars/car-range/citroen-c1/offers
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/citroen/c1/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/citro%C3%ABn/c1/7862


17

Ford Fiesta
History	of	the	Fiesta

You think of Ford, you think of the Fiesta. Well, maybe other things too (Focus, Mustang, GT40, Escort), but 
with more than 16 million Fiestas sold in almost 40 years, the Fiesta is undeniably one of the blue oval’s 
most successful models, picking up the award for ‘Car of the Year’ more times than we care to count.

Our Review

There’s a reason the Fiesta has been Britain’s best-selling car since 2009: it’s utterly tremendous. It is pretty 
much the perfect first car.

It has super responsive steering, deceptively powerful 1.0-litre EcoBoost engines, mature but youthful 
styling, and best of all, it’s affordable. Even the biggest VW Polo fanboys can’t deny the Fiesta’s immense 
excellence.

What We Liked

• From the 60hp 1.2 to the 182hp ST 
model, there’s a Fiesta for everyone

• Pinpoint steering
• EcoBoost engines may be small but 

they’re certainly mighty
• Super versatile
• Mass-pleasing looks

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• 131,000 Fiestas were sold in the UK in 
2014 - are you sure you want to follow 
the crowd?

• Buttons, buttons everywhere - 
dashboard is overcrowded with an overly 
busy button arrangement

How	much	will	it	cost?

Because Fiestas are so popular, used examples litter the forecourts of second-hand car dealers across the 
land, so you’ll have bags of choice and therefore the ability to cherry-pick your car.

New Fiesta prices start from the entry-level Fiesta at £10,145 OTR, up to the super-fast ST-3 at £19,545. Yes, 
that’s expensive, but the Fiesta ST is one of the best hot hatches ever.
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The stats below are based on the basic 1.25-litre car if you prefer monthly payments:

Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Ford £2,000 36 £141.47

Lease new (6+35) £827 36 £137.99

*Prices correct at time of writing from Ford and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

Sadly, the 1.6-litre turbocharged ST model is going to be expensive to ensure, but the 1.0-litre EcoBoost en-
gine will be better, despite offering up to 140hp. If you’re after the cheapest premium about, though, you’ll 
need the 1.25-litre petrol. 

How	much	is	it	to	run?

The aforementioned 1.25-litre engine will return 54.3mpg, but the pick of the engines – the EcoBoost 1.0 
125 – will hit 65.7 mpg to take you 606 miles on a single tank. More range can be eked from the 76.3mpg, 
1.5-litre diesel engine though.

Road tax will be reasonable, with some variants qualifying for free road tax while the most polluting ST mod-
els cost £130 a year.

How safe is it?

The Fiesta’s crash test scores were strong across the board, and Euro NCAP awarded it the top five-star 
rating. Adult occupant protection was particularly impressive, registering a 91% score.

If you want to know more, the Euro NCAP safety data is here.

How	reliable	is	the	Fiesta?

With a three-year warranty as standard, any issues blighting new Fiestas ought to be taken care of, but older 
cars do occasionally suffer from the odd niggle, including:

• Axle & suspension
• Cooling & heating system
• Electrical
• Engine

These are relatively rare issues though, and Warranty Direct found that the Fiesta was the 18th most reliable 
car about. Even so, if you’re buying used you’re best off playing it safe and finding out whether the car you’re 
looking at has had any of these problems.

http://www.ford.co.uk/ConfigureyourCar/Fiesta/Studio
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/ford/fiesta/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/ford/fiesta/10922
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Ford Ka
History	of	the	Ka

Pronounced ‘ca’, as in ‘cat’, the Ka first went on sale in 1996 as the brand’s small, low-cost car, designed for 
inner-city urban driving. It was developed around the philosophy of having a wheel at every corner and with 
such a small footprint that meant optimised grip and stability.

Underneath, the current second-generation model shares DNA with the Fiat 500, sitting on the same 
platform and using the same 1.2 69hp petrol engine. They’re also a similar size.

Our Review

For newly qualified male drivers, the Ka will be a more favourable choice than the 500 but there are other 
advantages than just its appearance.

Ford has put its own stamp on the city car by giving it more accurate handling and tweaking suspension to 
improve the ride. The engine isn’t the meatiest you’ll ever drive but its 13.4 second 0-62mph sprint should 
be enough for new drivers to get to grips with the reality of UK roads.

What We Liked

• More fun to drive than Fiat 500
• Ford’s steering tweaks sharpen handling
• Rides better than the 500
• A more masculine alternative to the 500

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Only one engine to choose - a 1.2 69PS 
petrol

• Can be pricey

How	much	will	it	cost?

The current Ka has been with us for quite a while, and there will be plenty of used examples to go at. It isn’t 
as popular as its Fiat sister, so use that to your advantage when haggling. Ticket prices start from about 
£3,250 for older, high-mileage examples, but £4,000 should be enough to get you a really tidy one.

New Kas start from £8,945 and rise to £11,995 for the range-topping Titanium model, but if you can’t raise 
that much cash all at once, you could always pay monthly. 
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Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Ford £1,079.53 47 £119

Lease new (6+35) £786 36 £131.09

*Prices correct at time of writing from Ford and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

As every Ka uses the same engine, there’s little difference in insurance premiums across the range. All deriv-
atives fall into a fairly low group though, so insurance shouldn’t be too prohibitive a factor.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

The Ka’s 1.2-litre petrol engine returns 57.6mpg, so a full tank will take you 440 miles and should cost you 
around £40. As for road tax, the Ka’s 115g/km carbon dioxide emissions mean it will cost you £30 a year.

How safe is it?

The Ka was last tested by Euro NCAP in 2008, and its score was totally unremarkble. A mediocre two-star 
score in pedestrian protection was made up for by the adult occupant score, which was a competent but 
unimpressive four stars.

Euro NCAP’s full report can be found here.

How	reliable	is	the	Ka?

Like the Fiesta, Ford give new Kas a three-year warranty, but many of the used cars on dealer forecourts will 
be more than three years old. Placing 50th in Warranty Directs reliability survey is a result that at least im-
proves on the 84th place attained by the Ford’s sister car, the Fiat 500. Some of the Fiat’s key issues remain 
though, with these four areas being the main causes for concern:

• Axle & suspension
• Electrical
• Cooling & heating system
• Steering system

Used Kas could be suffering from any of these issues, so check it out with the seller before buying.

The figures below are based on the entry-level Ka:

http://www.ford.co.uk/Cars/CarPromotions/Ka
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/ford/ka/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/ford/ka/15757
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Suzuki Swift
History	of	the	Swift

The Suzuki Swift popped up at the turn of the millennium and the third-generation supermini has been 
kicking about since 2010. It did receive a minor cosmetic makeover three years later though.

Our Review

Although it doesn’t quite match the level of quality achieved by the Ford Fiesta and VW Polo, the Swift is one 
of the cars which stop those two riding roughshod all over the supermini market.
Within days of its release, the Swift had lapped up the critical acclaim and though it never took the country 
by storm, it made for a credible, fun and, best of all, cheap alternative to the usual suspects.

What We Liked

• Great handling
• Cheap to run
• Something different to the usual suspects
• Special editions build on the Swift’s 

alternative look

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Tacky cabin plastics
• Performance can be lacklustre

How	much	will	it	cost?

The Swift is another one of those cars that has been about for a while, and though it has been updated a 
few times, it is still broadly similar to the original. Plenty of used examples are on the market, but the car 
isn’t so popular that you’ll feel anonymous behind the wheel. Used prices start from an appealing £1,500 for 
tatty high-milers.

If you want a factory-fresh example, on the other hand, you’ll be looking at spending £8,999 for a base 
model or just over £14,499 for a top-of-the-line Sport five-door model. Our calculations below are based on 
the entry-spec SZ2 (£8,999):
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Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Suziki £2,646 42 £99

Lease new (6+35) £1,350 36 £150

*Prices correct at time of writing from Suzuki and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

As most of the SZ2, SZ3 and SZ4 Swifts all use the same 1.2-litre engine, they’re all similarly grouped for 
insurance purposes. There’s a 1.2-litre diesel available in the top-spec SZ4, but that’s in the same group as 
the petrols. Even so, none of them are that cheap, and being in insurance group 11 puts the Swift far behind 
rivals like the Fiesta. The 1.6-litre Sport models are in an even higher group, and aren’t really advisable for 
the cost-conscious young driver.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

The 1.2-litre petrol is the most common engine in the range and its 56.5mpg fuel consumption allows it to 
manage 520 miles on one fill-up. The diesel is even more frugal, provided you don’t opt for four-wheel drive, 
and it’ll return 65.7mpg. It’s the only engine that is free to tax, with the others costing as much as £110 per 
year.

How safe is it?

The Swift scored well in the Euro NCAP crash tests, cruising its way to a five-star rating. Adult occupant 
protection was especially impressive, but in truth it was a strong performance across the board.

The full details of the Swift’s crash test can be found here.

How	reliable	is	the	Swift?

Swifts come with a three-year/60,000-mile warranty, which is good news for those intending to cover a lot 
of miles, although it isn’t a stand-out warranty package. Many Swifts for sale on the used market, however, 
will be out of warranty, so it’s doubly important that you take a look at the car’s history before putting pen 
to paper. Warranty Direct found that the average Swift runs for 4.65 years before it needs a repair, with the 
most common post-warranty issues being:

• Axle & suspension
• Engine
• Electrical
• Gearbox

http://www.suzuki.co.uk/cars/cars/offers-and-finance/new-car-offers/swift-offers/swift-with-affordable-finance-1
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/suzuki/swift/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/suzuki/swift/11026
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Toyota Yaris
History	of	the	Yaris

Fun fact: The name ‘Yaris’ was derived from Charis, the Greek goddess of charm, beauty and fertility.
More ‘utterly random’ than ‘fun’, but either way, Toyota’s supermini is a charming Fiesta rival that makes up 
a quarter of Toyota’s European sales.

The earliest Yaris appeared on UK roads in 1999 and the third-generation car was face lifted in mid-2014 to 
incorporate milder takes on the Aygo’s styling. And with the passing of the hybrid Honda Jazz, it’s now the 
only supermini you can get with an electric motor as well as an internal combustion engine.

Our Review

The Yaris Hybrid will always be a strong choice for anybody covering a lot of miles while being stuck in the 
city, but diesel will be the fuel of choice for those venturing onto the motorway.

That remains true following the 2014 update, but Toyota has now made its popular hatchback that little bit 
better to drive, that little bit more comfortable, and that little bit cheaper to run.

What We Liked

• Takes styling cues from the more 
youthful Aygo

• More steering feel than before
• Good ride quality
• Hybrid version is the only non-plug-in car 

exempt from London’s congestion charge 
(75g/km CO2)

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Still not especially fun to drive
• A bit bland to look at

How	much	will	it	cost?

Used Yarises are as common as muck, and you’ll be able to pick up really poor examples for about £500. If 
you want something decent it’ll set you back more like £1,000 and if you are looking at a latest-generation 
model, you’ll need about £8,000.
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Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Toyota £1,500 36 £178.58

Lease new (6+35) £1,224 36 £136.06

*Prices correct at time of writing from Toyota and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

We’d recommend the basic 1.0-litre Active model for those looking for low insurance premiums, but as 
group 11 is the highest any Yaris reaches, you should be able to get a decent quote.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

As you might expect, the hybrid is the most economical powertrain in the range, returning an impressive 
85.6mpg. That’s enough to take it almost 680 miles on a tank of petrol, while road tax will cost you 
absolutely nothing.

If you’re doing a lot of motorway miles though, diesel will be a more appealing source of power, with the 
1.4-litre engine returning 74.3mpg and keeping the tax man at bay with 99g/km CO2 emissions. No, the 
official figures aren’t as good as the hybrid, but in the real world it will fare better on long runs.

How safe is it?

The Yaris managed a five-star Euro NCAP crash test score when the pre-facelift version was tested back 
in 2011. It scored especially well in terms of driver assistance kit, but that part of the crash test has since 
become more stringent, so how it would fare in the modern test is a bit of a mystery. Fortunately, it’s still 
strong in terms of occupant protection, so we’d expect at least four stars and possibly five if the Yaris were 
to be tested again today. For the full low-down on the Yaris crash tests, click here.

How	reliable	is	the	Yaris?

With a very credible fourth place in the Warranty Direct list of reliable cars, we wouldn’t expect Yaris to give 
an owner any trouble. Certainly, anyone finding the need to call on the three-year manufacturer warranty 
can feel hard done by. On the odd occasion something does go wrong with a Yaris, however, it’s generally 
one of the following issues:

• Axle & Suspension
• Electrical
• Fuel System
• Cooling & heating system

Of course, some used Yarises won’t live up to Toyota’s reputation for bulletproof reliability, so check the 
car’s history and ask about any problems the car is carrying.

For that money, though, you may as well have a new one. Prices start from £10,995, but a bit of haggling 
could probably bring that down by the best part of £1,000. Paying monthly might not be a bad idea though, 
as the figures below show:

https://www.toyota.co.uk/new-cars/yaris/yaris-icon-retail-promotion.json#/iframe/https%3A%2F%2Fforms.toyota.co.uk%2Fquick-finance-quote
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/toyota/yaris/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/toyota/yaris/10997
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Renault Clio
History	of	the	Clio

Renault has come to be defined by the Clio since it first launched in 1990, and the latest fourth-generation 
Clio, which was launched in 2012, is the best-looking example yet.

Our Review

The Clio is as smooth as it looks and isn’t that far off the standard set by the current class-leading 
superminis.

Powered by hushed yet capable engines, you can have lots of fun with the Clio even though it lacks the 
steering precision of the Fiesta. The list of equipment is mighty impressive, with Bluetooth, USB, keyless 
entry, and electric front mirrors all thrown in as standard. You can rest assured it’s safe, too, with a 
maximum five-star crash test rating from Euro NCAP.

What We Liked

• Lots of modern tech included as standard
• A distinctive fixture in a very crowded 

marketplace
• Big 300-litre boot
• Maximum five-star Euro NCAP rating
• Quiet, efficient engines

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• Handling not quite as precise as the 
Fiesta’s

• Some shoddy plastics around the interior

How	much	will	it	cost?

Over its 25-year lifetime, the Clio has become quite a fixture on UK roads, so you’ll be faced with plenty of 
choice when you shop used. Dodgy cars will cost just a few hundred quid, and even honest cars from the 
late nineties and early 2000s will cost less than £1,000. We’d recommend spending about £1,500 on a really 
smart example from around 2005, but if you’re set on having the latest body shape, you’ll have to shell out 
about £4,000 or so. If you want a post-facelift car with the new grille, though, you’re looking at spending 
£7,000.
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Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Renault £2,879 36 £119

Lease new (6+35) £1,241.91 36 £137.99

*Prices correct at time of writing from Renault and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

Clios aren’t as cheap to insure as some rivals, but if you discount the ‘hot hatch’ variants (which fall into 
insurance group 29), a maximum group of 14 isn’t ridiculous. For the cheapest premiums, opt for a 1.2-litre 
petrol.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

The diesels are impressively efficient, returning up to 88.3mpg to give a theoretical range of more than 870 
miles, but the 0.9-litre turbocharged petrol engine isn’t bad either. An official 65.7mpg makes for a 650-mile 
range and 99g/km CO2 emissions ensure road tax is free.

How safe is it?

The Clio’s five-star safety rating is laudable in itself, but the little Renault’s performance in the safety 
assistance section is worthy of a special mention. A 99% score is excellent, and even the mitigating fact that 
the test has since been tightened up in that area can’t take the glint off the Clio’s performance. The only 
mystery is how it didn’t score 100%.

It should be noted that the Clio didn’t just score highly in one area though. The 88 and 89% respective scores 
for adult and child occupant protection go to show they don’t come much safer in this class.

For the Clio’s full crash test rating, check out the report here.

How	reliable	is	the	Clio?

If Warranty Direct’s 70th place reliability rating is anything to go by, you stand half a chance of needing 
the standard four-year warranty Renault provides. The score also means it’s important that you check the 
service history and get an inspection when buying the car used.

Common problems with Clios include:

• Axle & Suspension
• Electrical
• Fuel System
• Engine

We’d be tempted to spend similar money on a new car though, which starts from £11,145 for the basic 
Expression model and rises to £17,725 for the GT Line trim and even £21,780 for the top-of-the-range 
Renaultsport Nav Trophy. Paying monthly can make the outlay much more manageable, though, as you can 
see from the figures for the £11,145 entry-level Clio: 

http://offers.renault.co.uk/cars/clio
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/renault/clio/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/renault/clio/10944
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Toyota Aygo
History	of	the	Aygo

In case you haven’t read the Citroën C1 section yet, the Aygo came about in 2005 when Peugeot and Citroën 
teamed up to develop a new city car.

Everything but the ‘skin’ is identical. They all use the same 1.0-litre engine and sit on the same platform, 
which means they all drive and feel the same. The only notable difference is the surface aesthetics. Each 
manufacturer has its own take on the exterior and interior styling, and the Aygo’s is undoubtedly the most 
striking. Whether that’s a good thing is down to personal preference.

Our Review

The Aygo has certainly come on since its inception, and though the jury is still out on the bold styling, there’s 
no denying the competence of the mechanicals. 

It’s unlikely the little city car will ever set the world on fire, but it is likely to be the first car for thousands of 
you out there, and you’ll be pleased to know that it’ll be light on your wallet without being dull to look at or 
to drive.

What We Liked

• More visually striking than its C1/108 
sister cars

• Cheap to run
• Chuckable handling
• Well-designed interior
• Available with five doors and cabrio 

fabric roof

What	We	Didn’t	Like

• No 1.2 petrol engine means performance 
is less impressive than in sister cars

• That massive X on the front - you’ll either 
love or hate it

How	much	will	it	cost?

Plenty of old-shape Aygos were sold, so finding a decent one shouldn’t be tough. About £4,000 should buy 
you a three-year-old one with sensible mileage. 
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Suggested Deposit # Months Avg	Monthly	Payment

Buy new from Toyota £800 36 £126

Lease new (6+35) £643 36 £107.18

*Prices correct at time of writing from Toyota and ContractHireAndLeasing.com

How	much	is	it	to	insure?

In this insurance aspect, the Aygo benefits from its lack of 1.2-litre engine. All variants fall into reasonable 
insurance groups (even the convertibles), but the VW up!/Skoda Citigo/Seat Mii triplets are all a fair bit 
cheaper to cover.

How	much	is	it	to	run?

Returning 68.9mpg means the little one-litre, three-cylinder engine will drain its 35-litre fuel tank after 530 
miles, and a refill will cost just £40. As the engine’s CO2 emissions fall under the 100g/km threshold, road 
tax will be free of charge.

How safe is it?

The Aygo’s four-star safety rating is identical to the C1’s – well, it would be – with solid 80% scores for 
occupant protection, a mediocre amount of driver aids and reasonable pedestrian protection. 

You can see the full report from Euro NCAP here.

How	reliable	is	the	Aygo?

The Aygo isn’t the most reliable Toyota of the lot, but a placing of 27th in Warranty Direct’s reliability survey 
isn’t embarrassing. If something does go wrong, you can fall back on Toyota’s three-year warranty, but if 
you’re looking at a used vehicle you’ll want to check the service history and get an inspection done. Some of 
the key problems with used Aygos include:

• Cooling & heating system
• Electrical
• Axle & Suspension
• Engine

New-shape cars are less common, not to mention more expensive, but you should be able to pick one up 
for less than £6,500 with only basic haggling skills.

However, when new cars start from less than £8,000, going for a ‘branny’ is understandably tempting. Prices 
stretch past the £12,500 mark for top-spec cars with the canvas retractable roof, but decently specced cars 
will come in at just over £10,000. Haggle well and you’ll walk out having spent just £9,000. Alternatively, 
you could pay monthly and chop the outlay into manageable chunks. The table below shows some of the 
options for a basic Aygo X-Play (£7,995):

https://www.toyota.co.uk/new-cars/aygo/index.json#/iframe/https%3A%2F%2Fforms.toyota.co.uk%2Fquick-finance-quote
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com/personal/car-contract-hire-and-leasing/toyota/aygo/
http://www.euroncap.com/en/results/toyota/aygo/7898


Five	things	to	remember	
once	you‘re	driving
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Five things to remember once you’re driving
1. Pass Plus

This is an additional course and is most useful when taken within a year of passing your test. It’s a practical 
course which takes around six hours and provides you with extra information on how to drive safely during 
the night, in different weathers and on motorways and dual carriageways. Pass Plus can improve your 
confidence on the roads, and may lower your insurance as you’ll be deemed a safer driver. Remember to 
ask for your certificate on completion of the course to show your insurer.

2.	Staying	safe	on	the	roads

Even the most experienced drivers can have accidents, and that’s why it’s so important to be as safe as 
possible when you’re driving, avoiding any distractions that could take your eyes off the road such as music, 
friends, and mobile phones.

Motorcycles: Always keep a close eye on whether motorcycles are coming when you pull out of junction, 
change lanes or turn a corner as they can come up either side of you.

Country roads: While these may seem easy roads, they can be dangerous. Don’t try to overtake in areas 
where you can’t see what’s further ahead and watch out for walkers, horse riders, tractors and cyclists.

Motorways: Never speed on a motorway and take regular breaks if you need to.
 
Speeding: Speed limits are there for a reason: to keep you and other drivers safe. It’s worth remembering 
that speed limits are maximums, not minimums, and in some circumstances (particularly in town and on 
narrow country lanes) it isn’t always safe to do the speed limit. If you feel that a certain road or condition 
needs a slower speed then do so.

Music: Many people like to listen to music while they’re driving, whether it’s the radio, a CD or an iPod. Be 
sure that your music is not too loud as it can distract you from what’s happening on the roads and may slow 
your reaction time, which could end badly.

Passengers: Ensure that passengers wear their seatbelt at all times and don’t distract you when you’re 
driving, make it clear you need to concentrate for their safety.

Drink driving: Never take drugs or drink alcohol when you are driving, and never get in a car with another 
driver who is under the influence.

Mobile phones: Mobiles should be kept out of sight to avoid temptation and you should never use your 
phone while driving.

3. Be aware of the weather and other conditions

Driving in the rain or the snow is very different to driving in dry weather. Take care when you’re driving in 
adverse weather conditions and if you don’t feel comfortable enough to drive then don’t – it’s always better 
to be safe.

In the winter beware of icy roads and strong winds, and in the summer be careful of the heat and sunlight 
in your eyes. Always have some sunglasses in your car to ensure you can always see as even the winter sun 
can affect your vision.
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Avoid driving when you’re tired, too; it isn’t worth the risk. If you’re on a long journey remember to take 
regular breaks and keep hydrated.

When it comes to driving at night, make sure that you’re able to judge the distance in front of you and you 
feel comfortable on your route.

4.	Maintaining	service	history

Once you’ve bought your car you’ll need to keep the log book updated with any work that you get done. If 
you fail to maintain your service history it could dramatically reduce the value of the car when you come 
to sell it in the future as many prospective buyers will not even consider buying a car without a full service 
history. If you’re leasing your car then it’s still important that you maintain the car’s service history to avoid 
unexpected charges at the end of your contract, and any damage that occurs while the car is in your hands 
should be sorted as soon as possible.

5.	Emergency	essentials

Having emergency essentials in your car is important, especially in the winter or on long journeys, so it’s 
best to keep them in your car at all times. Here’s what you’ll need:

• A large warm blanket
• Large bottles of water and some energy bars
• A spare tyre
• Jump leads
• Car repair contact information
• First aid kit
• Torch
• Map
• Batteries
• Reflective warning triangle
• Snow shovel (in winter)
• Fully charged mobile phone

Keeping emergency essentials in your car is useful if you break down, but there are many other reasons 
to keep the above in your car too. For example, if you’re caught in dangerous weather and cannot move 
the car, having a blanket and some food and water will keep you safe and warm until help arrives. Equally, 
if you’re on a long journey and you or another passenger encounters an injury of some sort, having a first 
aid kit will come in handy. Maps are always a good backup if your phone or satellite navigation breaks or 
doesn’t work. Having a box in your boot with all of the above essentials will always be beneficial and could 
prevent you from harm during a break down or bad weather.

Now you know everything you need to know about choosing a car and being safe on the roads, we hope your 
decision will be an easy and exciting one. Which car will you choose?
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For more details, please contact us:

Tel: 0161 482 7650

Contract Hire And Leasing
Domain House, 4 Watchgate

Newby Road, Hazel Grove
Stockport SK7 5DB


